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PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Interview Summary 



09/750,402 



FORMATO ET AL. 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



Raymond Alejandro 



1745 



All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(1 ) Raymond Alejandro . 



(3). 



(2) John B. Alexander 



Date of Interview: 



Type: a)|SI Telephonic b)^ Video Conference 

c)n Personal [copy given to: 1)0 applicant 2)^ applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or dennonstration conducted: d)n Yes e)^ No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: a//. 

Identification of prior art discussed: Kindler et al'930 and Arnold, Jr et aims . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)n was reached. g)E] was not reached, h)^ N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 



THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 



Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 




Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 




Examiner's signature, if required 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTOL-413(Rev, 04-03) 



Interview Summary 



Paper No. 20041117 



Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 



Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04. Substance of Interview (Must be IMade of Record 



Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 

Paragraph (b) 



I ■ * . t^aragrapn f d) 



A.I K ■ X -2 Business to be transacted in writinq 



th« «v=.mil'f ''If responsibility Of the applicant or the attorney or agent to rral<e the substance of an interview of record in the aDPlicatlon file unless 

Sic™ diSr^n^si ;So:ZL°nt;y^ir ^"^""""^ *° ^-'^'^ ^ -^^'^ '° .sr ^urS?/ 

inf»n,iow hw^o^^^'T'^ T^' complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed durina the 
r^XZ by '^^ecking the appropnate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters dSd soS^oStriZn 
requirements for which interview recordation is otheoAise provided for in Section 812 01 of the IV^anual of Patent ExaminTnTproCedure or noinHnn 
^nhl'n^Z"" °' ''^'P' "ke, are excluded from the interview recSaSpredu^^^^^^ WhTrfthe 

substance of an interview ,s completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Re3is Sfred 

c,ra,msla.<»s d.cOK, Ihe Fon- should bd m.lted prompHy after »,e i*„ldw ,a» than ™» »,e M oSSSS 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel etc ) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement fmav be bv 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

A romplete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the followinq aoDlicable items- 
1 A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted applicable items. 

2) an Identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed 

fntiSstZaTpo^^^^^^ °^ ^ -'-^ t^ese are already described on the 

5) a bnefidentificaflon of the general Ihmst of the principal arguments presented to the examiner 

r^nnirf H Vh^ ? °f ^^S"'^^"'^ "^ed not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
requH;ed. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the prindpal argur^entlmadTto the 
Zl^^ ^^l in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphaSzTandTu ly 

descnbe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner ) ^mpnasize and tuny 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed and 

SxSn2: °' ""'"'"'^ interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Fomi completed by 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not comoletP anri 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month fime period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

..t=.tom.„,'^« t^.^'?.^ allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 

oaoe™ H ''"'►h'' 7 °' "'^ '^^'"^ "'"'P'^'^ ^"^ ^"^-^i^e^ sf'""^ place the indication, "Inte^few Re^?d OK" on the ' 

paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) 



Application No. 09/750,402 



Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: applicant's representative discussed the major difference between 
the prior art and the present claims, particularly: the method comprising the steps of preparing a mixture of the 
substrate polymer and the ion-conducting material and thereafter casting/extruding it. It was contended that the prior 
art doesn t teach the pre-mixing of both materials first so as to form a homogeneous solution thereof as well as castinq 
a composite membrane per se. Applicant's representative also argued that the case law regarding transposition of 
steps, changing the sequence of adding ingredients and the likes are not valid and/or applicable in this instance 
because the pnor art lacks the specific material mixing and its casting/extruding as presently claimed It was also 
protJosed to further amend the claims to recite "the steps of preparing a common solution of the substrate polymer and 
the ion conducting material" so as to further differentiate the claims from the impregnating process carried out in the 
prior art. Applicant was advised to detailedly point out such differences in the response as well as how the common 
solution limitation affects the claimed invention and why it would be necessarilty different from the prior art Thus 
further consideration will be given to such response/amendment upon its submission . 



